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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A connector assembly for attaching a hardware component and 
a trim panel to a vehicular structure, said connector assembly comprising: 

a shank including a head end and an anchor end for securing the hardware 
component to the vehicular structure; and 

a head operatively coupled to said shank, wherein said head is detachable from 
said shank in both a frangible and a non-frangible manner, and wherein said head includes a 
trim retaining end for securing the trim panel, a shank engaging end, and a break neck 
therebetween, and further wherein said trim retaining end breaks from said head at said break 
neck when a load is applied to said head A 

and further wherein said shank engaging end of said head includes a keyed 

portion and said head end of said shank includes a shoulder and defines a recess to receive and 
decoupablv lock said keved portion of said shank engaging end of said head thereby providing 
the non-frangible detachment . 

i 

2. (Original) A connector assembly as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said shank further 
includes a chamber extending between said head end and said anchor end. 

3. (Original) A connector assembly as set forth in Claim 2, wherein said chamber is 
threaded. 

4. (Original) A connector assembly as set forth in Claim 3, farther including a screw 
threadedly inserted in said chamber. 

5. (Original) A connector assembly as set forth in Claim 4, wherein said shank includes 
a bulbous portion that expands radially outward when said screw is received in said chamber. 

6. (Original) A connector assembly as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said head further 
includes an upper disc and a lower disc, and wherein said trim panel includes at least one boss 
for receiving said upper disc while said lower disc abuts a lower surface of said boss. 
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7. (Currently amended) A connector assembly as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said 
keyed portion of said head includes io onorativolv oouplod to said Ghank bv a plurality of prongs 
received within a corresponding number of recesses formed in said head end of said shank. 

8. (Canceled) 



PACE 4/4 • RCVD AT 5/9/2006 10:30:14 AM [Eastern DayOght Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/32 " DN1S:2738300 • C SID: 248566831 1 • DURATION (mm-ss):02-00 



